
 

 

February 23, 2024 

 

Thinking About Recycling 

 
Markets 

Updated Charts 

 

No change in outlook . We are very near (have already made?) a top of some kind in 

the stock markets. 

 

  

https://www.contemplatingoutloud.com/market-charts


Endorse - with the latest inflation print, the cracks are beginning to show 

 

 
 

Luke Gromen is not a conspiracy theorist, so he caught my eye in his recent 

publication. I will briefly summarize: 

US policies are unavoidably leading to inflation, including increased wage 

inflation. 

What is one of the best ways to ameliorate wage inflation? - Let a lot of 

immigrants in. 

I'm having difficulty buying into that, but it does support our otherwise-totally-

bonkers border policy. 

It is also difficult for me to think that politicians actually think that many moves 

ahead. 

 

Thinking About Recycling 

 
Whenever we have visitors, when they finish their soda or beer, they inevitably ask 

either, "where is the recycling bin" or "you do recycle, don't you?" 

 

Yes we do. 



 

But the interesting part is how ingrained this is in middle-class society - both the 

recycling bit and the virtue signaling. Maybe I should try an experiment and say, "no, 

we don't" and see what the response is. My guess is that it is 50/50 they take the can 

home with them. Recycling has become something of a religious ritual. 

 

It is a participatory sport in which everyone gets a medal - we can feel good about 

ourselves, and in these problematic times, that is definitely a good thing. 

 

It is important because of our plundering of natural resources and because of global 

warming. 

 

But, sad to say, it is overhyped and only partially effective. 

 

Unless the thing you are recycling is either made of paper, of which about 67% will 

be actually recycled, or aluminum, of which approximately 65% will be recycled. 

 

Let's look at what is going on. 

 

In 2018 Americans generated about 285 million tons of solid waste; 32% of that was 

either recycled or composted. 

 

 



This graph shows the types of waste we generate. 

 

Following is the proportion of solid waste that is recycled, by category: 

 
Iron and steel are the best items for recycling; lithium ion batteries, shredded paper, 

plastic bags, hoses, wires, extension cords and needles are the worst items for 

recycling. 

 

Almost everything else either goes into landfills or is distributed around the 

environment. 

 

Next time you visit, I promise to put the can into the bin with the brown lid. 

 

Short Takes 

 
Keeping up - it is now TLBGQ+ in some places. 

 

We are not going to stop until all taboos are dead, are we? - from New Scientist 

Is it time for a more subtle view on the ultimate taboo: cannibalism? 

New archaeological evidence shows that ancient humans ate each other 

surprisingly often. The finds give us an opportunity to reassess our views on the 

practice. 

 

Political correctness is rampant and omnipresent. Based on something I read, I tried 

the prompt: "Generate images of people born in Scotland in 1820." Here is the result 

from Google's Gemini. We now live in a post-factual-accuracy world. I couldn't find 

the ethnicity of the Scots in 1820, but in 1981, it was 99.1% white. (Hard to tell, but 

the red tartan seems to be from the Clan Leslie.) 



 
 

So, I was on a roll. Beth and I watched the Netflix series on Cleopatra where they 

asserted that Cleopatra was black, in spite of her being of Greek descent and of a 

contemporaneous description including "ivory white skin." So, what the hell. I asked 

Gemini, generate images of Cleopatra. The response, "I can't generate images of that." 

Evidently, Gemini got wind of the controversy and didn't want any part of it. Here is 

the classic sculpture of Cleopatra that Gemini couldn't find when you google "images 

of Cleopatra." (Since Octavian decreed that all images of her be destroyed (Octavian 

was woke? But, but, he owned slaves. I am so confused), these and some 

contemporaneous marble busts, along with written descriptions and some coins, are 

the best we can do.) I actually don't care if she was black or white, but I would like 

my facts as unvarnished as possible and to be manipulated as little as possible. That is 

getting increasingly difficult. 



 
 

So, this has become a thing on Twitter/X, with people trying to see what the 

politically correct guardrails are for Gemini - here is a sample from Twitter/X 

 

 



 
Due to the resulting hue and cry, Google admitted they went a little too far and are 

going to fix it. Facts in a post-fact culture, will be difficult things to come by. 

  

Alabama’s Supreme Court has ruled that frozen embryos are people, the first time a 

court has ever given rights and protections so early after conception. 

A number of people - Catholics come to mind, but also Muslims and many other 

Christians - believe that life begins at conception. So, during the great abortion 

debates, I wondered whether that subject would ever come up. 

Well, it just did, and, boy does it complicate things. 

The whole thing started when an IVF group accidentally dropped some embryos. As 

the New York Times put it, "The ruling is actually somewhat narrow. It applies to three 

couples who had sued the Center for Reproductive Medicine, a fertility clinic in 

Mobile, for inadvertently destroying their embryos. The plaintiffs argued that they 

were entitled to punitive damages under Alabama’s 1872 Wrongful Death of a Minor 

Act. Two lower state courts disagreed, saying the embryos were neither people nor 

children. The State Supreme Court reversed those rulings, saying that the embryos fell 

squarely under Alabama’s definition of minors and that the negligence lawsuits could 

proceed." 

However, the whole IVF process is now legally uncertain. The University of Alabama 

at Birmingham, which houses the largest hospital in the state, announced that it would 

pause all in vitro fertilization procedures. 

 

Yale will once again require standardized test scores for admissions, becoming the 

second Ivy League university to abandon test-optional policies that were embraced 

during the pandemic. 

 

A parable for our times - see the snowman, below 

Crack fascism investigators with the Berlin police, drawing on their immense 

political expertise, determined that the figure was offering the Hitler salute. 

They wrote a report and a chief inspector with the State Criminal Police Office 

sent an “urgent request” to the AfD [a "far right" political party] demanding that 

they explain themselves. Party officials responded that it was obviously a 

commercially available figurine which they had bought in 2018. Amazingly, it 



turns out that the snowman is neither a National Socialist nor right-wing 

extremist; he is merely waving.  
 

 
 

I would probably include a circle for Catch-22 and definitely an all-encompassing 

circle for Alice in Wonderland 

 

 
 



Every time I dismiss a conspiracy theory out of hand, something like this pops up 

 

 
 

I'm trying to stay away from the Tucker-Putin stupidity. There is not enough 

worthwhile there to talk about.  

However, the meta discussion has been fascinating. 

Yes, Russia's subway station is a showpiece, so get over it. 

Yes, grocery prices are lower in Russia for many reasons, one of which is that it is a 

poor country. (He was actually visiting a branch of a French chain.) 

However, the cesspool that the US has become is worthy of discussion. Jon Stewart is 

partially right when he says it is the "price of freedom," but we did not incur that price 

until the last decade or so and Japan does not incur that price today. 

Our culture is in serious decline and it seems we cannot stop ourselves. 

It seems that we use our precious freedom to choose self-destruction. 

 

You know I think this whole student loan forgiveness thing is inappropriate and 

immoral, however give it to Biden. He got a lot of clicks for his latest. Few have read 

the fine print that in order to be eligible, you have to have been paying your debt for 

10 years and the original debt has to be less than $12,000. This is nothing less than old 

fashioned vote buying. But we knew that. 

 

A modicum of sanity 

An appeals court has overturned a New York City law that would have allowed 

an estimated 800,000 noncitizens to vote in municipal elections. 

 

It Ain't Easy Being Green 
 

Many of Europe’s 90,000 onshore wind turbines are reaching the end of their 20-year 

lifespan. Half of the turbines in Spain — an early pioneer of wind power — are 15 



years old or more. Replacing them is expensive, and the wind industry is struggling 

with rising costs. But newer models can generate triple the output of their 

predecessors, and European governments are eager to see companies make upgrades 

rather than walk away, especially since many of the older farms are in prime wind-

gathering positions, the Financial Times reported.  

 

War, Energy and Food 
 

Doomberg 

Energy is not an input into the economy, IT IS THE ECONOMY. Humanity 

organizes its economic activities to ensure a steady growth in the extraction and 

exploitation of primary energy because energy is life, standards of living are 

defined by how much energy is available to be exploited, and all humans 

everywhere are perpetually seeking a higher standard of living. 

 

Sanctions against Russia are mostly performative - the virtue signaling of the political 

world. 

 

Miscellany 

 

This is approximately correct 

 
  



I really tried not to post this, but something came over me ... 

 

 
 


