
Thoughts on Coming Apart and the Coming 
Great Reset 

 

 

Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falconer 

 

Kit Webster 

 

Themes and Theses 

 

Why I'm Contemplating Out Loud 

 
(Initially formulated in the early 90s, following decades of reading 

history, philosophy, religion, psychology and a lot of contemplation, 

particularly on the subject of cycles. In the end, this is a relatively 

straightforward story about human nature and of history rhyming.) 



The US will enter a period of crisis in the early 2000s. In the late 90s, I 

incorporated Strauss' and Howe's terminology of the Fourth Turning 

(without incorporating their generations paradigm) and agreed with 

Howe that the end stage of the crisis began with the Great Financial 

Crisis and would last into the early 2030s. We are now at the beginning 

of the end stage of the crisis. 

The crisis will be serious and could be existential. 

Internal strife will increase, up to and including secession and civil war. 

International conflicts will increase as the vacuum created by the 

weakening of the US is filled by other players. 

There will be many threads to the crisis, but the primary thread will be 

debt, deficits and entitlements. Other factors include, eg, demographics, 

a loss of meaning and myth and a loss of self-discipline. 

Politics will move leftward as citizens look for some refuge from the 

chaos. The US will become increasingly susceptible to a (man) on a 

white horse, who can come from either the left or the right. 

Inflation, as the most likely way to address debt since austerity is not 

politically acceptable, will significantly lower standards of living, 

exacerbating the civil crises. 

Eventually, the dollar will be inflated away and lose its reserve status. 

Once the old rot is cleared out, and assuming continuity, there will be 

the basis for the establishment of a new order. 

There will be what Strauss and Howe calls a First Turning . It will be 

constructed out of the physical infrastructure, wealth, energy sources, 

thoughts and values in the culture at the time. At this point in time, 

those components are unknowable. We can anticipate that the next 

future will be increasingly chaotic. We can anticipate that there will be 

destruction, and then reconstruction from some level. We cannot yet 

anticipate the form of the reconstruction or the level from which it will 

begin. 

(Added in the early 00s) While humans are contributing to global 

warming, policies implemented to address manmade global warming will 

create a significant energy crisis, probably toward the end of the Fourth 

Turning. 



(Added around 2020) The loss of faith by our youth in our founding 

principles means that the new order will at least partially be based on 

new principles. As yet, I have no visibility as to what those principles 

might be. 

(Added in 2023) The lowering / elimination of standards in education, the 

judiciary, law enforcement, the military and other segments of our 

society will create a population unable to adequately comprehend, do or 

respond to the challenges of democracy and culture. 

(Added in 2025) China has won - at least for the next 5-10 years. The US 

is dependent on China for the materials it uses to create defense items. 

We literally cannot fight China without China's help. China's industrial 

base is impressive; the US has to rebuild. China is out-innovating the 

US. China is turning out more engineers and scientists than the US by 

far. This does not mean that China does not face challenges - 

demographics perhaps being its primary challenge. The US military 

remains stronger than China's, but in an age of drone warfare, that 

statement means less than it has historically. The US still has bargaining 

chips and will need to use them to maintain any kind of status quo. 

(Added in 2025) AI has the potential to profoundly affect human culture. 

However, AI faces several significant hurdles, including the demand for 

massive amounts of electricity, which may not be available, and a 

cultural revolt against its existence. Since it could be existential, and 

since China is pursuing it, the US has no alternative, at least in the short 

term. 
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Quotes to Contemplate 

 
As you grow older, you begin to understand: your father was just a man 

trying his best with what he knew. Forgive him. He was living life for the 

first time, too. - from X 

 

It's not just the Justice Department acting as the President's personal 

attorneys. It's not just the Justice Department being very upfront that 

they're acting as the President's personal attorneys. It's that they're 

such terrible attorneys. - Ben Hunt 

 

If no harm has ever come to anybody under Obamacare, and it's such a 

great plan, why are you all not on it? - Chris Biggs to Congress 

 

I think that the attempt to improve society by policing speech has little 

to do with morals or even society by large, it's a way to show affinity to a 

certain group. The vocabulary identifies group members. 

- Sabine Hossenfelder 

 

One of the definitions of sanity is the ability to tell real from unreal. Soon 

we’ll need a new definition. 

~ Alvin Toffler 

 

Summary of Primary Thoughts To Contemplate In This 

Issue 

 
Islam and the West are irredeemably irreconcilable. Ironically, it is 

counter to Western values to say that. 

 

"If something cannot continue, it will stop." Our debt-based, swollen 

economy will stop. However, there is no way to determine when. 

 



The Democrats have no plan and Republicans are turning on 

themselves. Sometimes the metaphors write themselves. 

 

The great Epstein reveal is a farce. 

 

Speaking of irreconcilable religions - increasingly, free speech is 

incompatible with diversity. Think of canceling and pronouns. 

 

Thinking About Islam 

 
With the clash of civilizations, antisemitism and Islamophobia all going 

around, I thought I would try and come up with some perspective. 

During my quest for god in my late teens and early 20s, I dove into 

several different religions and Islam was one of them. I read the 

Koran/Quran, learned about the history of the Prophet, read about the 

history of Islam, particularly during its early conquests through the 

Uayyads and Abbasids, on to the Ottomans and others. (My apologies to 

any Muslims for anything I get wrong - I am not even an amateur here.) 

We could be having to deal with brown privilege, Islamic learning and 

empire were so great as Europe wondered through the Dark and Middle 

Ages. (Together with Christian monks) Muslims preserved and 

enhanced much of Greek and Roman civilization. The empire flourished 

in arts, sciences and other aspects of civilization. One of history's 

greatest civilizations. 

Then, it turned inward, as AI puts it, after the Golden Age, Islam turned 

inward "driven by factors like the destructive Mongol invasions 

(especially Baghdad's sack in 1258), internal theological debates (like Al-

Ghazali challenging Greek philosophy), political fragmentation, and 

later, reactions to Western colonialism, leading to a focus on religious 

revival, traditionalism, and self-sufficiency rather than outward scientific 

and philosophical expansion seen previously." 

So, as a story for another time, they created a progress and creativity 

vacuum for Europeans to occupy, beginning with the Renaissance, but 



bequeathed their Golden Age and the parts of Greece and Rome that 

they salvaged to Europe. 

So, we get white privilege. 

Let's review the basics. 

Muhammed was the final prophet of Allah, the monotheistic deity of 

Islam. Other prophets included, from the Judeo/Christian tradition, 

Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and Jesus. According to the Quran, 

Muhammed was illiterate, so when the angel Gabriel revealed the Quran 

over 23 years centering on 621 CE as the word of Allah, it was orally 

transmitted. After the Prophet's death, followers put together memories 

and scraps of writing to ultimately result in the Quran. It came together 

in its final, standard version in 650 CE (Muhammed died in 632 CE). 

It is fundamentally important for a skeptical, irreligious West to 

understand that Muslims believe that these are the literal words of Allah 

and provide everything you need to know to live your life - how you 

must live your life. Your eternal life depends on it. (Christians used to 

believe the same thing about the Bible, prior to the Enlightenment. Very 

few Western Christians actually believe in actual Christianity today.) 

Islam is, like all religions, complex and varied. There are different 

"sects" that interpret things differently. It is not my purpose here to go 

into much theology. However, following are the Five Pillars of Islam: 

1. Shahada (Profession of Faith): Declaring belief in the oneness of 

God (Allah) and that Muhammad is His messenger. 

2. Salah (Prayer): Performing ritual prayers five times a day facing 

Mecca (dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and night). 

3. Zakat (Almsgiving): Giving a portion of one's wealth to the poor 

and needy. 

4. Sawm (Fasting): Abstaining from food, drink, and other physical 

needs from dawn to sunset during the holy month of Ramadan. 

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage): Making a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca at 

least once in a lifetime, if physically and financially able.  

All of these are in the Quran, except for the Salah. The Salah was 

influenced by Zoroastrianism and is mentioned in the Hadith. 



If the Quran is the word of Allah, the hadiths are kind of Islam's 

operating manual. Its primary function is to describe the words, traits 

and actions of Muhammed as the model for Islamic life. The hadith is a 

collection that was created over time. Initially, it was oral and, recorded 

over the centuries. 

(It may be interesting to note that the Quran primarily instructs women 

(and men) to dress modestly. Most of the coverings today are 

interpretations from the hadith. While the Quran describes "houris" (fair, 

wide-eyed maidens) as being generally available in paradise, the reward 

of 72 such beings as a result of martyrdom is from the hadith.) 

Finally, there is Sharia, the rules to live by. It gets into specific do's and 

don'ts in more granular detail. 

There is no division between church and state; the state exists to 

enforce the laws of religion. 

Is Islam a "religion of peace?" As with Christianity, it's complicated. 

They, like Christianity, embody many good traits and habits and then go 

out and conquer people. Lots of killing in the names of Jesus and Allah. 

The relationships among Islam, Judaism and Christianity are interesting. 

Generalizing, Islam divides humanity into three groups - believers, 

"people of the book," and all others ("atheists"). I mentioned earlier that 

prophets of Islam included people from the Judeo/Christian tradition. 

Therefore, Jews and Christians enjoy special status as people of the 

book. If a Jew or Christian lives under Muslim rule, in theory, they get to 

pay a tax and be left alone. Humans being humans, things are more 

complex, but it does put a different spin on Islamic-Jewish conflicts. 

Those other than believers and people of the book (and sometimes 

Zoroastrians) were supposed to be respected and provided equal 

protection. However, a Muslim woman is not permitted to marry a non-

Muslim man, and under Sharia, those who leave Islam or identify as 

atheists may suffer severe legal consequences, including death. 

So, Muslims are migrating to the West into political and moral systems 

they find irreconcilably antithetical to their religion, culture and way of 

life. The answer to the perpetual question, if you don't like the West so 

much why don't you go back home," is pretty straightforward. The 



opportunity in the West is much, much better. So, given the alternatives, 

you hold your nose, practice your religion, and enjoy the opportunity. All 

the while believing that these infidels should be replaced by believers. 

What you want is both your religion and opportunity. 

Having said that, it is important to understand that Muslims separate 

into groups much as those in other religions do - some are strongly 

committed, some believe, but kinda make it up as they go along, and 

some give it lip service. Most Muslims are good, hardworking people 

(albeit with criminals and other issues just as Westerners have). But a 

minority of activists can stir up a lot of trouble. 

Not every Muslim is on a jihad, but enough of them are to create issues 

in the West. 

These issues extend to "no-go zones" in France and Sweden where 

Western authorities have, in effect, given up, and ceded areas to Muslim 

culture and practice (Muslims are demanding such a zone in London). 

Basically, when critical mass is achieved, an area flips to Sharia. 

Western values and Islamic values are irreconcilable.  

Something has to give. 

So long as there are more Westerners than Muslims, then Western 

values will largely carry the day. 

Given birth rates and immigration patterns, the way to bet is that the 

thing that gives is Western values. 

What to do? 

The West's values are being turned against it - "diversity," "we are a 

nation of immigrants," and all of that. We bend over backwards not to 

offend. We have been able to absorb or co-opt immigrants in the past, 

and have come to a rough understanding with blacks who want to retain 

their distinctive culture. Muslims are in a completely different category. 

Unless they have an Enlightenment and separate church and state, the 

potential paths are 

Keep them out. Anathema to our core values. 

Let them keep coming and hope for the best. 



They are more militant, more fertile and better organized than "we" are, 

so I return to my original premise that they win in the long term, with lots 

of conflict along the way. 

And, there we are. 

 

 

There is no right and wrong here. Humans organize themselves, create 

gods or have religion revealed to them and come up with countless 

variations of law, culture, habit and tradition. Islam has created theirs; 

the West has created theirs. My message is not right or wrong; good or 

bad. My message is irreconcilably incompatible. 

 

One of those right and wrong things applies to child marriage, which 

generates some outrage in the West. Since Muhammed (who had 

multiple wives - you can do that under Islam), was betrothed to a 6-7-

year old, and the marriage was consummated when she was 9. In Arab 

countries at the time, the age of marriage was not fixed but was 

determined by the physical maturity of the girl. (The age of the girl that 

Muhammed married, Aisha, has been undergoing "modern 

reevaluation," although this hadith was accepted for centuries.) 

In the Middle Ages in Europe the minimum age for marriage, as 

determined by the Catholic Church, was 12 for females and 14 for males. 

It was not unusual for betrothal to occur even when either party was an 

infant for the royal classes, since royal marriage was primarily a political 

act. In general, throughout the world and throughout the centuries, until 

the 18th century in the West, marriage was usually arranged for political 

or economic reasons. Every now and then, marriage would be for love, 

but that was the exception, and love-based marriages became a thing in 

the West in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Current minimum marriage ages in the Middle East vary by country, but 

are, generally and with exceptions, in the mid-upper teens for the 

female. 

Interestingly, the youngest legal marriage age in the U.S. varies by state, 

with some states like California, Mississippi, New Mexico, and Oklahoma 



having no absolute floor if court/parental consent is met, while Hawaii 

and Kansas set it at 15, and many others range from 16-18 

 

And, no, I was not attracted to Islam during my search for god. I never 

found (him). Religion, in the end, requires a leap of faith and I was never 

able to do that. I did find much to like about Buddhism, which is actually 

not a religion - the Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, and other Buddhas, 

are not gods, they are enlightened humans who have achieved Nirvana. 

My personal philosophy is largely Buddhist - actually some blend of 

Christian and Buddhist. And, I miss my Christianity very much. It is 

simply wonderful to have faith and to have a heaven to go to. 

 

For my AI piece this week at the bottom of this post, Claude discusses 

Islam and slavery. I think it is interesting for several reasons: 

Muslims had slaves much as nearly every other peoples did. 

Much like the Romans, it was not a racial thing - it was a labor thing. 

In a twist, the significant distinction among people for Muslims, 

their primary basis for discrimination, is a religious one - believers, 

people of the book and atheists. 

Muslims enslaved blacks centuries before and after the trans-

Atlantic trade. 

Slavery was outlawed over time in various major Middle Eastern 

countries beginning with the Ottoman Empire in 1924 and ending 

with Oman in 1970. It is interesting that slavery, which is assumed 

in the Quran and rules given for interactions with slaves, is or can 

be legalized. Muhammed owned slaves. This is one example of how 

the Quran and a hadith have encountered modern cultural pressure. 

(Similarly, although homosexuality, which is clearly forbidden, is 

almost uniformly banned, it has been decriminalized in Turkey and 

in Jordan.) 

When I asked AI to help me understand, it gave me the following 

reasons "modern" slavery was outlawed: 

• "Evolving Interpretations: Modern Islamic scholars widely agree 

that the core Quranic principles of universal human dignity, 



justice, and equality before God are fundamentally incompatible 

with modern slavery. They interpret the historical regulations as a 

framework for the gradual elimination of slavery in its specific 

historical context, not a permanent endorsement. 

• Secular Law and International Pressure: The final legal abolition of 

slavery in Muslim-majority countries occurred during the 19th and 

20th centuries, largely driven by pressure from Western colonial 

powers and the adoption of modern, secular legal systems. For 

example, Saudi Arabia only officially abolished slavery in 1962, 

and Mauritania in 1981." 

•  

Markets 

 
Updated charts  

 

> No change in outlook. Batshit crazy. 

 

Batshit Crazy 

 
(In preparation for this article, I want you to think back to a time - any 

time prior to the Great Financial Crisis will do, and if you are of a certain 

age, any time in the 50s and 60s will particularly do, prior to the 

assassination of JFK. Think about church. Think about a government 

which was often bipartisan, think about morals, think about the lack of 

severe ideological conflict. Think about corruption, which existed, but 

was not prevalent and carried out in plain sight. Think about petty crime, 

which existed, but is now endemic. Think about sex - friends with 

benefits; marriage. Homelessness, drug use ...Of course I am simplifying 

and generalizing, but the point is that change has been incredible and 

incredibly significant.) 

https://www.contemplatingoutloud.com/market-charts


In spite of my best efforts, you might not understand that you are a 

boiling frog and what is going on in our country is far from normal - we 

make Alice's Wonderland appear sane. 

We are literally living in a different world - not just different, but 

extraordinarily different. 

I cannot think of appropriate words to describe it - batshit crazy is too 

tame. Intergalactically stupid, maybe, but that also misses the mark. 

We have built a huge, unstable, unsustainable structure on the 

foundation of debt, deficits and entitlements. 

This can, and will, go on until it stops. 

And stop it will. 

2026 is as good of a time as any as we continue the slide into the Fourth 

Turning. 

And, the crash could be - probably will be - epic, although never 

underestimate the Fed's and the government's ability to pull one more 

strange and unnatural act out of the hat. 

Happy New Year. 

 

 
 

So,  You Say You Want A Revolution? 

 
> There is a free-for-all going on in the Republican Party, with Ben 

Shapiro and Tucker Carlson going head to head. (From my perspective) 

Tucker has gone off half-cocked and Shapiro is trying to reel him in. 

Laura Ingram is lining up with Tucker. Vice president Vance made clear 

he will not indulge in “endless, self-defeating purity tests,” but rather, 

make the GOP as open as possible—even if that means welcoming 



people who flirt with antisemitism and conspiracy theories. It was likely 

that the Democrats were going to have impressive divisional battles, but 

so far, the Republicans are ahead. 

 

> So far, Maduro has not called Trump's bluff by sending warships out to 

accompany tankers. As Venezuela becomes more desperate, the end 

game will come closer. 

  

> I'm shocked, shocked I tell you - Around 90% of the released Epstein 

files, which are far from all the files, are redacted. (Told ya so.) From X - 

"We went from “The Epstein case is a hoax” to “There are too many files 

to review in 30 days. Here’s some redacted stuff and pictures of Bill 

Clinton” real quick." And, it is perfectly reasonable to have just 

discovered another million documents. 

 

 
 



> "It will take literally billions and decades in investments to bring back 

Venezuelan production to where it was before Chavez. Despite the fact 

that Venezuela has the largest oil reserves in the world, years of 

corruption and negligence have rendered them a negligible producer." - 

Tracy Shuchart on X 

 

> "The first domino of regime change in Venezuela has been toppled, as 

the Trump administration has imposed a naval blockade on the main oil 

export ports. 

No oil exports mean Venezuela's income vanishes. That means food 

imports stop. Food shortages will give way to unrest, which will give 

way to regime collapse. So, what kind of situation will we be looking at 

once the final domino falls and Maduro relinquishes power? 

It's not going to be pretty. We're talking about a grim humanitarian 

outlook, a scary security picture, and an ugly transition of power." - 

Peter Zeihan 

 

> Covering old ground. Hypocrisy is what humans do, but Trump has 

elevated it to an art. Make America Healthy Again, while easing up on 

marijuana. Pardoning a major drug trafficker while bombing boats. Not 

so much hypocritical as transactional. 

 

> The Premier of New South Wales, Australia: "We don't have the same 

freedom of speech laws that they have in the U.S., and the reason for 

that is that we want to hold together a multicultural community."  

 

> Trump stops construction on five windfarms. 

 

> Peter Zeihan's view - "Ukraine and Russia peace talks are proceeding 

furiously, but going nowhere, mostly because the Trump administration 

is trying to make this a rush job and has neglected all the important 

details. 

Steve Witkoff has been the lead on these negotiations, but with no 

foreign policy experience, we're getting the kind of results you would 



expect. The pattern looks something like this: Witkoff meets with 

Ukraine or Russia, he's force-fed propaganda, he regurgitates that back 

to the White House, a fantastic new deal (aka a one-sided propaganda 

piece) is written up, the other side rejects it, and the pattern repeats 

itself. 

We're seeing deals being drafted that completely ignore the redlines 

established by either side, so it's quite clear that these peace talks aren't 

going anywhere, anytime soon. 

 

> A federal judge on Tuesday dismissed the Trump administration’s 

challenge to New York’s Green Light Law, upholding the state’s 

issuance of driver’s licenses to individuals without requiring proof of 

legal U.S. residency. 

 

Short Takes 

 
> Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has announced a plan to use AI to fulfil 

labour shortages. Instead of destroying Japanese culture by importing 

mass immigration from the third world AI will be used as an alternative. 

 

> The Danish postal service will deliver its last letter on 30 December, 

ending a more than 400-year-old tradition. Describing Denmark as “one 

of the most digitalised countries in the world”, the company said the 

demand for letters had “fallen drastically” while online shopping 

continued to increase, prompting the decision to instead focus on 

parcels. 

 

> I have no idea what to make of this, but ... Before the N-word was the 

F-word. Back in the day, when I was raised in the South, the N-word was 

not forbidden, but the F-word was. The F-word was the N-word of its day. 

Now the F-word is everywhere - politicians, actors, kids. Must mean 

something, but I'll be damned if I know what it is.  

 



> One of our most profound crises - "Test scores from the 2024 National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), released this year, show 

that 33% of 8th graders—a higher percentage than ever—are reading at 

the “below basic” level. 

Additionally, only 22% of high school seniors are proficient in math, 

down from 24% in 2019, and 35% are proficient in reading—the lowest 

score since NAEP began in 1969—down from 37% in 2019. Also, a 

record-high percentage scored at “below basic” levels in both math and 

reading compared with all previous assessments. 

The results of the latest NAEP U.S. history and civics tests, administered 

in 2022, were atrocious. The scores show that just 13% of 8th-graders 

met proficiency standards in U.S. history, meaning they could explain 

key themes, periods, events, people, ideas, and turning points in the 

country’s history. Additionally, about 20% of students scored at or 

above the proficient level in civics. Both scores are the lowest ever 

recorded on these two tests." - American Greatness 

 

> I think this is hilarious - from X: "Things I’ve learned in my first year as 

a transwoman… 'Mansplaining is annoying'" 

 

> Big. AI prompts next. - The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has a new 

definition of “reasonable expectation.” According to the justices, it’s no 

longer reasonable to assume that what you type into Google is yours to 

keep. The court ruled that police were within their rights to access a 

convicted rapist’s search history without a warrant. The reasoning is 

that everyone knows they’re being watched anyway. 

 

> There is a long discussion about how you cannot have diversity and 

freedom of speech, because of all of the offense taken. We may or may 

not have that discussion one of these days, but you have seen it in the 

US with snowflakes and canceling and pronouns. The UK and Australia 

are taking it to its logical conclusion and putting people in jail. 
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Slavery in the Medieval 

Arab-Islamic World 

 
Slavery was a pervasive institution throughout the medieval Arab-

Islamic world, from the 7th century rise of Islam through the 15th 

century, operating within a distinctive legal and social framework that 

differed in important ways from both ancient Mediterranean and later 

Atlantic slavery. 

Legal Framework 
Islamic law (shari'a) accepted slavery as a legitimate institution but 

imposed significant regulations. Enslavement was legally permitted only 

through two means: capture in war against non-Muslims, or birth to an 

enslaved mother. Enslaving free Muslims was prohibited, and there was 

strong religious encouragement to manumit (free) slaves as an act of 

piety. The Quran and hadith literature contain numerous passages 

urging kind treatment and recommending manumission as expiation for 

sins. 

Enslaved people held a recognized legal personhood—they could own 

property in some circumstances, testify in court (with limitations), and 

marry with their owner's permission. Masters had obligations toward 

their slaves including adequate food, clothing, and shelter. 

Sources and Scale 
The medieval Islamic world drew enslaved populations from multiple 

regions: 



Sub-Saharan Africa supplied enslaved people through trans-Saharan 

caravan routes, with major markets in cities like Sijilmasa, Cairo, and 

Baghdad. The Zanj—enslaved East Africans—became numerous enough 

in southern Iraq to mount a major rebellion (869–883 CE) that challenged 

the Abbasid Caliphate for fourteen years. 

Central Asia and the Eurasian steppes provided Turkic peoples who 

became particularly important as military slaves. The Samanids and later 

dynasties systematically imported young Turkic boys who were trained 

as elite soldiers. 

Eastern Europe supplied Slavic peoples (the word "slave" itself derives 

from "Slav") through Byzantine and Venetian intermediaries. 

The Caucasus region—particularly Circassia and Georgia—became an 

increasingly important source in later centuries. 

Categories and Functions 
Medieval Islamic slavery encompassed remarkably diverse roles: 

Domestic slavery was the most common form. Household slaves 

performed cooking, cleaning, childcare, and personal attendance. 

Concubinage was legally sanctioned, and children born to a master from 

an enslaved concubine (umm walad) were legally free, while the mother 

gained protected status and freedom upon the master's death. 

Military slavery (mamluk or ghulam systems) became a distinctive 

feature of Islamic governance. Young boys, typically Turkic or later 

Circassian, were purchased, converted to Islam, and trained intensively 

in martial skills and administration. These military slaves often rose to 

positions of extraordinary power—the Mamluk Sultanate that ruled 

Egypt and Syria from 1250 to 1517 was literally a state governed by 

former slaves. The system created a paradox where enslaved status 

could be a path to elite power. 

Agricultural and industrial slavery existed but was less dominant than in 

the Roman or Atlantic systems. The Zanj rebellion arose from brutal 

conditions in the salt flats of southern Iraq, where large gangs of East 

African slaves labored in harsh conditions. Mining operations also used 

enslaved labor. 



Administrative and skilled positions were sometimes filled by slaves, 

including scribes, craftsmen, and even viziers. Eunuchs, typically 

castrated before import since Islamic law prohibited the procedure, 

served in palace administration and guarded harems, sometimes 

wielding significant political influence. 

Manumission and Social Mobility 
Islamic society provided multiple pathways out of slavery. Masters 

frequently freed slaves through testament, as religious expiation, or 

through contractual arrangements (mukataba) allowing slaves to 

purchase their freedom through installments. A freed slave (mawla) 

became legally free but maintained a patron-client relationship with the 

former master's family. 

Former slaves and their descendants could achieve high social 

positions. Several important scholars, poets, and officials in Islamic 

history were freedmen or descendants of slaves. 

Distinctions from Atlantic Slavery 
Several features distinguished medieval Islamic slavery from the later 

Atlantic system. There was no rigid racial basis—enslaved populations 

were ethnically diverse, and no ideology of inherent racial inferiority 

developed to justify the institution. Enslaved people were not legally 

classified as chattel property to the same degree. Religious conversion 

did not automatically confer freedom but did provide certain protections. 

The system was less oriented toward large-scale agricultural 

production, with domestic service predominating. And established legal 

channels for manumission meant slavery was often (though certainly 

not always) a transitional status rather than a permanent hereditary 

condition. 

Harsh Realities 
These legal protections and possibilities for mobility should not obscure 

the fundamental brutality of the institution. The trans-Saharan slave 

trade involved arduous desert crossings with high mortality. Castration 



for the eunuch trade, though conducted outside Islamic territories, was 

brutal—survival rates from the procedure may have been as low as ten 

percent. Sexual exploitation of enslaved women was legally sanctioned. 

And the conditions that sparked the Zanj rebellion demonstrate that 

large-scale brutal exploitation certainly occurred. 

The sheer scale was enormous. While precise figures are impossible, 

historians estimate that over the medieval and early modern periods, the 

trans-Saharan and Indian Ocean slave trades together transported 

millions of people. 

This institution persisted far longer than its Atlantic counterpart—formal 

abolition in most of the Islamic world came only in the 19th and 20th 

centuries, with Saudi Arabia abolishing slavery in 1962 
 


